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Abstract

In recent years, moral decline among youth has emerged as a critical concern, marked by rising
cases of cybercrime, cultism, examination mal practice, disrespect for authority, and widespread ethical
erosion. These trends have not only threatened the moral fabric of society but have also posed
significant challenges to national development and cohesion. This paper examines the conceptual
clarification of major termsas used in the paper, elements of digital citizenship, indicators of moral
decline among youth, re-engineering youth ethics education and digital citizenship as a tool for ethics
education. It concludes by stating that national rebirth must be driven by re-engineering of youth ethics
education through the strategic integration of digital citizenship. The paper proposes a restructured
educational model that incorporates contextualized curriculum development, interactive pedagogy,
teacher training, and whole-school culture as vehicles for moral renewal. It was suggested that
policymakers, educators, and civil society actors, advocating for the institutionalization of digital ethics
in education to create a Morally Upright, Digitally Competent Generation Capable Of Driving
National Rebirth.
Keywords: Moral Decline, National Rebirth, Youth Ethics Education, Digital Citizenship

Introduction

In contemporary society, there is a growing concern about the pervasive decline in moral
values, particularly among the youth, who represent the future of every nation. Incidents of cybercrime,
internet fraud (such as "Yahoo Y ahoo"), social media abuse, cultism, examination malpractice, lack of
patriotism, disrespect for elders and authority, and moral relativism have become disturbingly
commonplace(Akinwale, 2022). These trends reflect not only a disintegration of ethical foundations but
also a dangerous trgjectory for national development and cohesion. The observable deterioration of
ethica standards, civic virtues, and communal responsibilities has sparked widespread concern
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regarding moral decline of the younger generation. A pervasive erosion of values that once served as
the moral compass for individual and collective behavior is now a norm in the society.Moral decline,
often characterized by the gradual erosion of ethical standards and social norms, has become a pressing
concern in contemporary society. In similar terms, Igbokwe (2021) defines it as the deterioration of
societal values that once governed communal life, replaced now by individualistic and hedonistic
tendencies. Ezeanya (2022) further elaborates that moral decay is visible in increasing youth
involvement in cybercrime, substance abuse, and disregard for authority. These pose significant threats
not only to interpersona relationships and communal harmony but also to national development, as
youths form the socio-economic backbone of every nation. As these moral lapses persist and deepen,
they create an urgent need to consider proactive mechanisms that can steer society towards a more
ethically grounded path, hence the necessity to examine the idea of national rebirth.

National rebirth, often referred to as the reawakening or regeneration of national consciousness
and values, is essential in reversing the pervasive effects of moral decline. Okon (2020) describes
national rebirth as a deliberate and collective effort to restore lost societal values through reformation
and visionary leadership. In his perspective, Adeyemi (2021) asserts that it involves a national
commitment to ethical renewal, which must begin with the family, school, and community structures.
Ojo (2023) further argues that nationa rebirth is not a spontaneous occurrence; rather, it requires a
systemic recalibration of institutional frameworks to reflect values such as equity, justice, integrity, and
innovation. As a transformative vision, it paves the way for re-engineering the structures and principles
guiding education, governance, and citizenship, especially in a digitally evolving world. This
transformative role highlights re-engineering as a critical mechanism that can support national rebirth,
particularly when driven through the deliberate implementation of youth ethics education.

Re-engineering, in this context, implies a fundamental redesign or restructuring of systems and
processes to produce significant improvements in performance, outcomes, or behaviour. Adebayo
(2020) conceptualizes re-engineering as a comprehensive approach to change that challenges existing
norms in favour of innovation, efficiency, and ethical standards. Nwankwo (2021) defines it as a
transformational initiative aimed at rethinking and realigning institutional goals and methods to meet
contemporary societal demands. In the educational context, Ilechukwu (2023) sees re-engineering as a
reformative strategy that involves integrating ethical consciousness into pedagogy, thereby fostering
social and moral responsibility among learners. This transformational process is particularly critical in
youth-targeted initiatives, as it offers an avenue for correcting entrenched deviance and reconstructing
value systems. As such, this necessitates a targeted approach through youth ethics education as a
foundational pillar in this process.

Youth ethics education entails the systematic inculcation of mora principles and ethical
reasoning in young individuals to promote responsible and socially accountable behaviour. In the view
of Mohammed (2020), it is a structured process that enables youth to understand and apply ethical
values in everyday decision-making. According to Onyekwere (2022), youth ethics education involves
exposing learners to real-world ethical dilemmas and guiding them to critically evaluate and respond in
socialy responsible ways. This educational framework is central to cultivating a generation that can
resist moral corruption and champion integrity in both public and private spheres. The importance of
ethics education becomes even more pronounced in the digital age, where the emergence of digital
citizenship demands a new kind of civic literacy.

Digital citizenship refers to the norms of appropriate and responsible behaviour in the use of
digital technologies and platforms. As defined by Ogundele (2020), digital citizenship encompasses
digital literacy, online safety, and ethical participation in the digital environment. In line with this,
Ezenwa (2021) asserts that digital citizenship is the ability to engage positively, critically, and
competently in the digital space, adhering to the values of respect, privacy, and social responsibility.
Opara (2022) expands on this by highlighting that digital citizenship aso includes digital rights and
responsibilities, which require users to be accountable for their actions and mindful of their impact on
others. Digital citizenship extends beyond the ability to use technology it encompasses the values,
knowledge, and skills required to engage responsibly in digital spaces. This includes understanding
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online rights and responsibilities, respecting others in virtual communities, protecting personal and
public data, and using digital tools to advocate for positive change. Through re-engineering youth ethics
education, societies can foster a generation of morally upright, technologically empowered, and
civically engaged citizens capable of driving innovation while upholding values that unify and advance
the nation.

Conceptual Clarification of Major Terms
Moral Decline

Moral decline, also referred to as moral decay or ethical erosion, is the gradual deterioration of
the accepted standards of right and wrong that guide individual and collective behavior in a society. It
manifests in the widespread abandonment of societal values, ethical norms, cultural decency, and
personal responsibility. In the context of youth, moral decline is often expressed through behaviors such
as disrespect for authority, dishonesty, sexual promiscuity, internet fraud (e.g., cybercrime or “Yahoo
Yahoo”), social media abuse, violence, and lack of patriotism (Olaniyan & Adesina, 2023).Mora
decline is defined as “the progressive deterioration of societal values, ethical standards, and cultural
norms that traditionally guide human behavior and foster social cohesion” (Ibrahim, 2022). It is marked
by a widespread shift from collective moral consciousness to individual gratification, often resulting in
increased crime, disrespect for authority, and socia disorder. Mensah (2023) define moral decline as the
loss or abandonment of shared moral principles that once upheld justice, honesty, and community well -
being, often due to the influence of modernization, digital media, and declining ingtitutiona
authority.Moral decline represents a disconnection from ethical norms that once provided societa
direction. Its impact on youth is deeply concerning, as it threatens not only persona development but
also the moral and civic fabric required for national rebirth and sustainable innovation.

National Rebirth

National rebirth signifies a conscious and collective renewal of a nation’s moral, civic,
ingtitutional, and developmental foundations anchored in values, identity, and a shared national vision.
As explain by Okoye (2021),national rebirth isa process through which a nation reawakens to its moral
duties and cultural heritage in order to reconstruct societal values and restore public trust in national
institutions. Okoye posits that in societies such as Nigeria, where cultural erosion and corruption have
undermined national unity, nationa rebirth must begin with the restoration of moral integrity and civic
virtue.From his own standpoint, Tunde (2023) offers a future-oriented view by describing national
rebirth as a generational shift in consciousness where young people redefine national identity through
innovation, civic responsibility, and ethical leadership.

Youth Ethics Education

Y outh ethics education refers to the intentional process of guiding young people to understand,
internalize, and apply moral principles that promote responsible behavior, civic engagement, and social
harmony. In line with Oladipo (2021) definition, youth ethics education is a deliberate and sustained
effort to instill moral consciousness, value-driven decision-making, and respect for human dignity
among young people in both formal and informal educational settings. Ibrahim (2022) defines youth
ethics education as a system of moral learning designed to equip adolescents and young adults with the
ethical tools to resist social pressure, make principled choices, and contribute to nation-building. Here,
ethics education is seen not only as a knowledge domain but as a resilience-building strategy in the face
of societal temptations and challenges.Mensah (2023)likewise emphasize that youth ethics education is
a transformative educational experience that fosters moral reasoning, social empathy, and ethica
innovation, particularly in adigitaly influenced world.

Digital Citizenship
Digital citizenship is the ability to engage responsibly, safely, ethically, and effectively in the
digital world. It encompasses a set of norms and practices that guide how individuals use technology,
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interact with others online, and participate in digital society. Ribble (2022) assert that digital citizenship
is the responsible use of technology by anyone who uses computers, the internet, and digital devices to
engage with society on any level. As reported by UNESCO (2021) digital citizenship is a
multidimensional concept that includes digital literacy, online rights and responsibilities, digital ethics,
and participation in civic life through technology. It emphasizes the development of informed, ethical,
and empowered users who contribute positively to the digital ecosystem.Given the rise of
cyberbullying, misinformation, digital addiction, and online fraud especially among youths digital
citizenship has become essential in ethics education, equipping learners with the tools to navigate the
digital world with integrity and critical awareness.

Elements of Digital Citizenship
There are core set of nine interrelated elements of digital citizenship, popularized by Mike

Ribble (2022) and widely accepted in both national and globa digital education frameworks. These

elements are:

1. Digital Access: This refers to equitable opportunity and ability to participate fully in a digital
society. It includes access to the internet, digital tools, and the skills to use them effectively.
Societies must ensure that all youth regardless of location or income can participate in the
digital world.

2. Digital Literacy: This is the capacity to locate, evaluate, create, and communicate information
using digital technologies. It includes information literacy, media literacy, and technology
skills. Digital literacy empowers users to make informed decisons online and avoid
manipulation or misinformation.

3. Digital Communication: This covers the ability to communicate and collaborate with others
through digital means email, social media, messaging apps, forums, etc. It emphasizes
respectful and appropriate communication based on context and audience.

4, Digital Etiquette: Also known as netiquette, thisinvolves recognizing appropriate and respectful
behavior online. It teaches users to be courteous in digital interactions, avoid harassment, and
respect differing opinions.

5. Digital Rights and Responsibilities: Digital citizenship includes the understanding that users
have rights (such as privacy, freedom of expression, and access to information) and
responsibilities (such as reporting misuse, using resources ethically, and respecting others’
rights online).

6. Digital Security (Self-Protection): This focuses on the awareness and practice of protecting
personal data, devices, and online identity. It includes using strong passwords, avoiding
phishing scams, and maintaining software updates.

7. Digital Law: Users must understand the legal implications of online actions. This includes
respecting copyright, avoiding cybercrimes (e.g., hacking, identity theft), and following terms
of use for digital platforms.

8. Digital Commerce: Digital commerce involves buying, selling, and conducting financial
transactions online. Youth must be taught how to engage safely and ethicaly in digita
marketplaces, avoiding scams and understanding consumer rights.

9. Digital Health and Wellness: This element focuses on maintaining physical and psychological
well-being in digital spaces. It includes awareness of screen time, posture, mental health
impacts of social media, and online addiction.

Indicatorsof Moral Decline among Y outh

Moral decline among youth is a noticeable erosion of ethical behavior, values, and socia
responsibility in young people. It manifests through behaviors and attitudes that contradict societal
norms of integrity, discipline, respect, and empathy. Scholars and educators have identified several
indicators that reflect this decline, especially in rapidly modernizing and digitally connected societies.
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Increase in Cybercrime and Internet Fraud:One of the most visible signs of moral decline
among youth is the rise in cybercrime, particularly internet fraud schemes such as "Yahoo
Yahoo" in Nigeria. Youths involved in these acts use deceitful online practices to extort money,
often celebrating these crimes as signs of success. According toAkinwale (2022), the
normalization of online fraud among youth signals a breakdown in moral judgment and a value
shift toward materialism and deceit.The glorification of fraudulent lifestyles on social media
further entrenches these behaviors.

Disrespect for Authority and Elders  : A growing lack of respect for parents, teachers,
traditional ingtitutions, and societal norms is another strong indicator. Young people are
increasingly rejecting cultural hierarchies, questioning elders with hostility, and disregarding
moral instructions from authority figures. Ibrahim (2022) observes thata widening generational
gap, fueled by socia media influence and poor value transmission, has led to widespread
rebellion and insubordination among youth.

Sexual Immorality and Uncontrolled Exposure to Obscene Content: High rates of teenage
pregnancy, increased sexual permissiveness, and the consumption of pornographic materials
reflect a loss of sexual morality. The widespread availability of explicit content online, often
unfiltered, makes youth vulnerable to risky behavior.

Substance Abuse and Addiction: Another major indicator is the rising abuse of drugs, alcohoal,
and psychoactive substances among young people. This not only affects their health and
academic performance but also reflects a disregard for self-discipline and social horms.Olaniyan
& Adesina (2023) link this trend to peer pressure, urbanization, broken homes, and weak moral
instruction, concluding that the alarming rate of youth substance abuse is a mirror of deeper
moral disintegration.

Social Media Misuse and Online Indecency: Social media has become a platform for youth to
exhibit morally questionable behavior such as profanity, nudity, cyberbullying, fake lifestyles,
and hate speech. Digital platforms are often used irresponsibly, contributing to shallow value
systems and narcissism.

Loss of Patriotism and Civic Responsibility: Youth disinterest in civic duties, such as voting,
community service, or national identity, reveals a broader moral disengagement from nation-
building efforts. Many young people express apathy or even disdain for national values, often
due to perceived corruption or failed leadership.Tunde (2023) argues that the fading spirit of
patriotism among youth must be addressed through ethics education that reconnects young
minds with the responsibilities of citizenship.

Cultism and Violent Behavior: The rise in campus cultism, street violence, gang affiliation, and
student unrest is another clear indicator of moral breakdown. These acts are fueled by a loss of
empathy, exposure to violent media, and a hunger for power and dominance.Mensah (2023),
states that the growing appeal of cult groups among youth reveals a crisis in character formation
and avacuum in ethical leadership at home and in schools.

Examination Malpractice and Academic Dishonesty: Academic fraud, such as cheating during
examinations, impersonation, and plagiarism, has become rampant in many schools. This
reflects a devaluation of hard work and integrity in favor of shortcuts and unearned
success.Nwachukwu (2021)identifies this asa consequence of moral neglect and institutional
failure to uphold ethical standards in educationa environments.

Re-engineeringY outh Ethics Education

To re-engineer youth ethics education means to deliberately redesign, modernize, and

contextualize moral education to reflect the redlities, challenges, and opportunities of the 21st century
especialy those faced by young people in both physical and digital environments. Re-engineering goes
beyond curriculum updates; it involves a complete transformation in how ethics is taught, experienced,
and internalized by learners. According to Okonkwo (2022), re-engineering youth ethics education is a
strategic overhaul of moral instruction to align with digital culture, civic needs, and developmental
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psychology, ensuring that youth are ethically grounded, digitally responsible, and socialy engaged. It
responds to a moral crisis intensified by global media, peer influence, economic pressures, and
weakened traditional value systems.

The components of re-engineered youth ethics education include:

1 Contextualized Curriculum Design: A re-engineered ethics curriculum must be relevant and
dynamic, incorporating local culture, global trends, and emerging moral challenges. Topics
should include:

. Cyber ethics and digital responsibility

. Gender and relationship ethics

. Environmental and civic responsibility

. Media and information literacy

. Conflict resolution and emotional intelligence

2. Interactive and Learner-Centered Pedagogy: Ethics must be taught through methods that
engage students, such as:

. Case studies and real-life smulations

. Debates and role-plays

. Digital storytelling and ethical dilemmas

. Peer mentoring and moral clubs

3. Integration of Digital Citizenship Education: A core strategy in re-engineering is blending
ethics with digital literacy. Youth should learn:

. How to behave ethically online

. How to verify information and resist misinformation

. How to protect digital privacy and respect others’ data

. How to engage civically viadigital platforms
This integration ensures youth not only function in the digital age but do so with responsibility
and critical awareness.

4. Teacher Training and Ethical Leadership: Educators must be trained to model ethical
behavior and teach values competently. Without teacher transformation, ethics instruction
becomes hypocritical or ineffective. As Mensah (2023) notes, teachers must themselves
embody the moral standards they teach, else education in ethics becomes hollow and
uninspiring. Workshops, seminars, and digital ethics training should be institutionalized for
educators.

5. Institutional and Policy Support: Successful re-engineering requires:

. National curriculum reforms by education ministries

. Collaboration with religious, cultural, and civil society bodies

. Monitoring and evaluation of moral education outcomes

. Incentives for schools that implement innovative ethics programs

Nwachukwu (2021) insists that ethics education must be mainstreamed into national educationa
policies, not treated as a peripheral subject.In essence, it becomes a catalyst for national rebirth
producing morally competent, digitally responsible, and civically active young citizens.

Digital Citizenship asa Tool for Ethics Education

The rise of digital technology has profoundly altered the ways in which individuals especially
youth interact, learn, and communicate. In this context, traditional ethics education must evolve to
consider moral challenges specific to digital environments. Digital citizenship serves as a strategic tool
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for reimagining ethics education, offering a practica framework for cultivating ethica awareness,
moral reasoning, and responsible behavior in online and offline spaces. Digital citizenship goes beyond
digital literacy to incorporate core ethical values such as respect, empathy, responsibility, justice, and
civic engagement. As such, it becomes a vital extension of ethics education, aligning mord
development with the realities of a connected and digitized world.

For digital citizenship to effectively enhance ethics education, it must be embedded across educational
policies and practices such as

i. Curriculum Development: Curriculum development that integrates digital citizenship into
ethics education is essential for producing youth who are both moraly grounded and digitally
responsible. An effective curriculum must prepare students to act responsibly and ethically in digital
environments.This curriculum should provide learners with the skills to engage criticaly, ethically, and
productively in digital spaces, aligning character formation with digital realities. According to
UNESCO (2021), effective curriculum development in this area ensures that students are not just
passive users of technology, but active, ethical participants in digital society.It should integrate moral
reasoning with practical digital skills, ensuring learners are equipped to face the realities of a connected
world.

One key component is digital ethics and online behavior, which teaches students respect,
empathy, and responsibility in virtual spaces. This includes addressing cyberbullying, digita
harassment, and the ethical use of social media (Adeyemi & Salami, 2023). Ethics education must
extend to online conduct to prevent moral decay in digital interactions.Media and information literacy is
another crucial element, helping learners assess online content, detect misinformation, and respect
intellectual property. According to Ribble (2022), this fosters integrity and critical thinking in an era of
fake news.Students must also understand cyber law and digital rights, including privacy, data
protection, and freedom of expression.

ii. Teacher Training: The successful integration of digital citizenship into ethics education relies
heavily on the capacity of teachers to model, teach, and assess digital responsibility and moral conduct.
Teachers are not only facilitators of knowledge but also role models whose digital behaviors and ethical
standards shape students’ attitudes and practices.To deliver an effective curriculum on digita
citizenship, teachers must be trained in both technological proficiency and ethica competence. This
includes understanding cyber laws, responsible online communication, data privacy, digital well-being,
and the ethical use of digital tools. Unfortunately, many educators especially in developing countries
lack structured training in digital ethics education (Adeyemi & Salami, 2023).

Teacher training programs should include workshops, certification courses, and professiona
development modules that address:

. Digital ethics and values

Medialiteracy and online behavior

Cyber safety and student protection

Strategies for facilitating classroom discussions on digital dilemmas

Use of educational technologiesto model ethical practices

According to UNESCO (2021), digita citizenship education requires educators to not only
teach digital skills but also guide learners in developing the values and attitudes necessary for ethical
digital participation. Moreover, teacher education institutions must revise their curricula to include
digital moral instruction as a core competency. As Okonkwo (2022) points out, without empowered
teachers, efforts at ingtilling digital valuesin students will lack consistency and depth.

iii. Interdisciplinary Approach: An interdisciplinary approach integrates ethical reasoning and
digital competence across various areas of the school curriculum, ensuring that students encounter
digital citizenship as a lived reality, not an isolated topic. According to UNESCO (2021), embedding
digital ethics into multiple subjects enables learners to connect moral values with real-world contexts,
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thus strengthening both academic understanding and character formation. For example, in Civic
Education, students can explore themes such as digital democracy, online rights, and responsible civic
participation. In ICT, they may learn about data protection, cybersecurity, and the ethical use of
artificial intelligence. Social studies can address the societal impacts of digital media, such as
cybercrime and cultural sensitivity online.

Okonkwo (2022) argues that when mora and digital education is taught in silos, students
struggle to apply ethical valuesin practical digital situations. In contrast, an interdisciplinary curriculum
fosters conceptual integration, where students internalize ethical principles through various lenses and
apply them across life experiences. This approach also enhances teacher collaboration. Educators from
different disciplines can co-design units, share perspectives, and reinforce shared values. For instance, a
lesson on online plagiarism might involve both an ICT teacher (technical tools and consequences) and
an English teacher (academic integrity and citation skills).

iv. Whole-School Culture: A whole-school culture refers to a cohesive institutional environment
where administrators, teachers, students, non-teaching staff, and even parents collectively uphold and
practice the values of responsibility, respect, safety, and civic participation in both physical and digital
spaces. Rather than confining digital ethics to a single subject or grade level, this approach ensures that
ethical digital behavior is consistently reinforced through school policies, classroom routines,
extracurricular activities, and leadership practices. According to Livingstone, Stoilova, and Nandagiri
(2021), the effectiveness of digital education hinges on creating an environment where ethical practices
are modeled, expected, and nurtured across all spheres of school life. This means that moral education
becomes both aformal and informal process within the school.

A key component of this culture is the adoption of clear school-wide digital behavior policies.
These should include codes of conduct that define acceptable online behavior, cyber safety standards,
consequences for unethical practices (e.g., cyberbullying, plagiarism), and the promotion of values such
as respect, integrity, and responsibility. Schools must regularly review and update these policies to
reflect emerging digital realities and local ethical concerns. Leadership commitment is crucia in this
model. Principals and school leaders must champion digital ethics by supporting staff development,
modeling appropriate use of technology, and ensuring consistent policy enforcement. Furthermore,
collaborative teacher practices across subjects reinforce a school-wide ethical culture. Teachers can
integrate digital citizenship themes into lessons in civics, language, religious studies, and ICT, using
consistent messaging around empathy, online safety, and digital rights (Barzilai & Blau, 2021). Another
essential element of whole-school culture is student participation and ownership. By involving students
in designing digital campaigns, peer-led seminars, and online safety clubs, schools empower learners to
take responsbility for their digital environments. Lastly, reinforcing digital ethics through
extracurricular activities, school campaigns, and visua displays (like posters or bulletin boards on
digital rights and responsibilities) makes values more visible and normalized. Such constant
reinforcement sustains amoral climate conducive to shaping responsible digital citizens.

Conclusion

The persistent moral decline observed among today’s youth manifested in rising cybercrime,
digital irresponsibility, lack of civic engagement, and the erosion of national values poses a significant
threat to societal cohesion and sustainable development. This trend reflects not only a breakdown in
ethical socidization but also a gap in the relevance of traditional moral education in addressing 21st-
century digital realities. In response, this paper has argued for a national rebirth that must be driven by
the re-engineering of youth ethics education through the strategic integration of digital citizenship.
Digital citizenship, when properly institutionalized, offers a transformative model for rebuilding
character, fostering civic responsbility, and instilling the digital competencies required for ethical
participation in the information age. It extends moral instruction beyond physical spaces into the digital
realm where young people now live, interact, and influence society.
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Way forward

1 The Ministry of Education, NERDC, and school curriculum developers should revise the
national curriculum to integrate digital citizenship and ethics education across all levels,
focusing on real-life digital behavior and civic responsibility.

2. NGOs, youth ministries, and edtech developers should create youth-friendly digital platforms
and mobile apps that promote ethical engagement, civic dialogue, and digital innovation aligned
with national values.

3. School management boards and quality assurance units should ensure the implementation of
digital safety policies and monitor students’ online behavior through regular digital citizenship
assessments and reporting structures.

4. Federal and state governments, through the Ministries of Education and Finance, should allocate
dedicated funding for infrastructure, teacher training, and ethics-based digital learning tools in
schools.

5. School authorities and student affairs departments should empower students to lead digital
ethics clubs, participate in peer mentoring, and serve as ambassadors of responsible online
behavior.
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